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     Russian tortoises are very hardy 
and make a great choice. They are 
relatively small (8-10 inches). They 
are hardy, do not require water, 
and get almost all of their moisture 
from food. They live for up to 50
years, so they are a lengthy com-
mitment.
                         The Ball Python: 
                    one of the most 
                    popular snake choices,
                    they are a little shy 
                    and smaller in size,  
                    which appeals to many 
                    first-time owners. They 
                    come in a variety of
                    colors and range from 
                    three to five feet. On 
                    average they live a 
                    proximately 25-30 
years. Unlike some other reptile 
pets they do not have elaborate 
tank requirements.
     To learn more about exotic pets, 
which are classified as such, or to 
schedule an appointment please 
contact our office.

     We are excited to announce 
that our exotic animal doctor, 
James Welch, DVM,  will now be 
working Wednesday - Friday. It is 
our mission at Stayton Veterinary 
Hospital to provide the best care 
to any and all animals, no matter 
their breed, size, fur, feathers, or 
scales.
     This new change
has fortuitously fallen 
near National Reptile 
Awareness day, which 
was October 21st. In 
honor of both of these 
events we would like 
to share some 
information on a few 
of the best reptile pets 
and their care.
     Reptiles can be 
excellent pets for those who are 
interested in the unique, the easily 
cared for, or the hypo-allergenic; 
regardless, it is important to re-
member they do have care require-
ments so you should choose what 
would work best for your lifestyle.
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Dental Month is Just 
Around the Corner!

Anemia and Parasite Control in Small Ruminants CLINIC UPDATES
A huge  
congratulations 
to our  
wonderful  
veterinary 
assistant Taylor 
and her new

husband Marcus who tied the knot 
August 18th!

Another big 
congratulations 
to our fantastic 
veterinary 
assistant 
Richelle, her
husband Cory, and their daughter 
Kimber on their new addition  
coming January 2019!

The  
congratulations 
continue with  
our spectacular 
office manager 
Callie, who 
recently

Welcome Back to Brittany Hale, DVM
     We are very excited to wel-
come  Dr. Brittany Hale back to our 
Stayton Veterinary family. We have 
missed her excellent 
veterinary care, sense of 
humor, and all that she 
brings to our hospital.
     For those who have 
not yet had the pleasure,
Brittany grew up in 
Tillamook, Oregon with 
her parents and four
siblings. Having grown  
upon a farm, she has  
always had a love for  
animals. 
     She graduated from Oregon 
State University’s Veterinary Pro-
gram in 2015.  
     She began working at our hos-

pital in July of 2015. One of the 
reasons she enjoys working at 
Stayton Veterinary Hospital is 
                     because of the diver- 
                     sity of patients she 
                     gets to work with.  
                        Outside of work 
                     Brittany enjoys  
                     spending time with 
                     her family - especially 
                     her  nieces and 
                     nephews - human and 
                     animals alike.  
                          When not with her 
                     family she likes to 
bake and is always looking for new 
adventures. 
     If you would like to schedule an 
appointment with Dr. Hale please 
contact our office.

     Meet Elliot,  
a 3-year-old  
Boer goat who  
we recently  
treated.  
Upon arrival 
he was  
in critical  
condition;  
weak and  
anemic as a result of internal par-
asites. Elliot’s anemia and parasite 
infection was so severe he had 
developed a severe heart murmer 
and bottlejaw (a hardened swelling 
beneath the jaw most often caused 
by worms or liver flukes).
     Dr. Livesay was called out and 
immediately determined that El-
liot needed an emergency blood 
transfusion to save his life. It was 
determined his sister, Madeline was 
viable donor and they were able to 
begin the transfusion right away.
    After the blood transfusion and 
aggressive parasite treatment Elliot 
has continued to improve. He is 
now bright, alert, and has reached 
his ideal body weight. 

                         He is now able to 
                         live a happy, healthy 
                         life playing with his 
                         sister.
                              Parasite control is
                         an important part of
                         any pet’s health, as
                         Elliot’s story proves. 
                         Internal parasites are
                         significant and life- 
                         threatening. There 
are several that affect goats and 
sheep, but the most common is the 
stomach

worm Haemonchus contortus, also 
known as the barberpole worm. It 
is a blood sucking parasite that, just 
like in Elliot’s case, causes  
severe anemia, as well as  
protein loss. This condition  
may result in death.  
It is capable of consuming  
1/10th of an animal’s total  
blood volume in only a day.  
The signs of anemia can be  
found in the mucous  
membranes, particularly in the
lower eyelids. They will exhibit 
light pink or white membranes.
     This vicious parasite has a 
lifecycle that takes roughly 21

days to complete. 
     The most important characteris-
tic that must be taken into consid-
eration is that the larvae  are able
to survive on pasture for an
extended period of time. In 
the summer this can be up to 
90 days, while in the fall and
winter their lifespan doubles
to 180 days.
     Preventative measures are 
always the best medical treatment 
for your pets, but in the case of in-
fection there are symtoms you can 
watch for. These include: diarrhea, 
weight loss or reduced weight gain, 
unthriftiness, loss of appetite, and 
reduced reproductive capacity and 
performance.
     Basic heard health consider-
ations include fecal analysis (rec-
ommended screening 12 animals or 
10% of the flock), strategic use of 
deworming drugs, and biosecurity 
for parasites. Carefully consider the 
source farm and the health status 
of any new additions.
     For more information on basic 
herd health and parasite control 
please visit our website at www.
staytonveterinary.com where you 
can visit our document library.

     When gum disease starts it is 
usually silent, showing no outward 
signs or symptoms. However, once 
it advances, gum disease can have 
devestating effects on your pet’s 
mouth. Chronic pain, eroded gums, 
missing teeth, and bone loss are 
just some of the issues that arise.
     Bacteria, food, saliva, and other 
particles begin forming a film over 
your pet’s teeth called plaque. The 
bacteria in plaque tells white blood 
cells to release enzymes that break 
down gum tissue. This leads to in-
flamed gums and destroyed tissue.
     Periodontal disease happens 
five times more often in dogs than 
in humans. This stems from the 
higher level of alkaline in their 
mouths as well as not brushing

their teeth or giving them other 
dental treats.
     In dogs there can be no initial 
symptoms. Very rarely do owners 
notice gum disease until it is very 
advanced. At this point they may 
display problems picking up food, 
bleeding or red gums, loose teeth, 
halitosis, not wanting their head 
touched, and sneezing or nasal 
discharge.
     This disease affects more than 
just a pet’s teeth and jaw. Due to 
the bacteria they may be at a high-
er risk for heart, kidney, and liver 
disease.
     Call our office today to sched-
ule a dental exam for your pet to 
determine the best treatment and 
prevention for them.

The Beaver State
 

Oregon is called the Beaver State 
because of the association of bea-
vers with the early history of the 

state and because of the admirable 
qualities of intelligence, industry, 
and ingenuity that are associated 

with this animal.

The Sunset State 

Also known as the sunset state 
because of its far west location. 
In 1859 it was the most westerly 
of all the states until Washington 

joined in 1889.

completed her MBA!
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We welcome your  
suggestions on how to 
better serve you and 
your pet.

The highest compliments our cli-
ents can give is the referral of their 
friends and family.
Thank you for your trust.

REFER A  
FRIEND, GET A 

$25  
GIFT CARD

Spays and 
Neuters 20% 

Off

Vaccine Clinic 
35% Off

With Examination
Limited Appointments 

Available

Calendar 
Savings not 

Valid with Other 
Offers

$10 Off 
Veterinary Serives 

of $35 or more involving 
a doctor. 

Coupon must be brought in 
and presented to be valid.

Expires: 01/31/2018

Ask us about 
Petdesk and 

manage 
your pet’s 

health 
online!

Spays and 
Neuters 20% 

Off

Vaccine Clinic 
35% Off

With Examination
Limited Appointments 

Available
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OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
Monday-Friday: 7:30am - 5:30pm 

Saturday: 9:00am - 5:00pm

We look forward
to seeing you and

your pet soon!

Follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter and
stay connected with your 

family here at Stayton 
Veterinary Hospital by 
scanning the QR Code.


